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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

i 

1. A method for facilitating Web-based information exchange, 
said method comprising the step of providing a centralized Web structure for the 
Web-based information of an organization, the Web structure comprising a plurality 
of Web sites linked together to form the Web structure. 

2. A method in accordance with Claim 1 further comprising the 
step of storing the Web-based information of the organization in the plurality of Web 
sites in the centralized Web structure. 



3. A method in accordance with Claim 2 wherein said step of 
10 providing a centralized Web structure comprising a plurality of Web sites linked 
\ together comprises providing sufficient links among the Web sites so that all the Web- 

^ I based information is accessible from any ^ne location in the Web structure. 

4. A method in accordance with Claim 3 wherein said step of 
providing sufficient links among the Web sites so that all the Web-based information 

15 is accessible from any one location in me Web structure comprises the step of 
providing at least one point of entry to the Web structure from which all the Web- 
based information of the organization is accessible. 

5. A method in accordance with Claim 2 further comprising the 
step of applying a centralized navigational scl^eme to the centralized Web structure. 

20 6. A method in accordanie with Claim 5 wherein said step of 

applying a centralized navigational scheme to t\ie centralized Web structure comprises 
the steps of: 

providing a plurality of names fd|r the plurality of Web sites, wherein 
the names are chosen to identify the content of e^ch Web site and wherein the names 
25 are based on a common theme; and 

assigning a name to each of the plurality of Web sites. 

7. A method in accordance with Claim 6 further comprising the 
step of creating a plurality of virtual co-locations wherein each Web site is a virtual 
co-location. 
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8. A method in \ accordance with Claim 7 wherein said step of 
applying a centralized navigational sj:heme to the centralized Web structure comprises 
the steps of: 

providing a plurality of location names for the plurality of Web sites, 
wherein the location names are chosen from real locations in a community; and 



assigning each location 
each Web site identifies content of the; 



9. 



A method in accordance with Claim 8 wherein the Web-based 



information comprises a plurality of 
Web-based information in the plurali 
subset of the plurality of data files at 



name to a Web site so that the location name of 
Web site. 



data files and wherein said step of storing the 
y of Web sites comprises the step of storing a 
each Web site, the subset of data files at each 
Web site providing function and content identifiable with the location name of the 
Web site. 



15 steps of: 



10. A method in accordance with Claim 9 fiirther comprising the 



creating a central virtual op-location; and 



assigning the name of a\real central administration building to the 
central virtual co-location. 

11. A method in accordance with Claim 10 wherein said step of 
20 providing a centralized Web structure comprises the step of linking the plurality of 
Web sites to the central virtual co-location. 
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12. A method in accorddnce with Claim 10 wherein said step of 
linking the plurality of Web sites to the cemral virtual co-location comprises the step 
of linking each of the plurality of Web sites ^t least indirectly to the central virtual co- 
location. 
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13. A method for facilitating Web-based information exchange, 
said method comprising the step of providing ^ne Web structure for storing the Web- 
based information of an organization. 

14. A method in accordance With Claim 13 further comprising the 
step of providing Internet access to the Web structure to a plurality of users authorized 
by the organization. 
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15. A method in kccordance with Claim 13 wherein said step of 
providing one Web structure for storing the Web-based information of an organization 
comprises the step of providing a plurality of Web sites linked together to form the 
Web structure, wherein any one Web me is accessible from another Web site. 

16. A method in accordance with Claim 15 wherein said step of 
providing a plurality of Web sites linkefl together to form the Web structure comprises 
providing a plurality of Web sites each having distinct content. 

17. A method in accordance with Claim 16 further comprising the 
step of providing a navigational scheme ^r a user to navigate the Web structure. 

10 18. A method in accordance with Claim 17 wherein said step of 

providing a navigational scheme for a user to navigate the Web structure comprises 
the step of providing a name for each ^^(eb site wherein the name for a Web site 
identifies the content of the Web site. 

19. A method for facilitating computer network-based information 
15 exchange, said method comprising the steps pf: 

providing a plurality of sites f^r containing network-based information 
on a central server; 

linking the plurality of sites to dne another so that any one of the sites 
is at least indirectly accessible from any one of the remaining sites; and 

20 naming each of the plurality of sites on the central server wherein all of 

the plurality of names are based on a common theme and wherein each name 
identifies the network-based information stored at leach site. 

20. A system for facilitating Wep-based information exchange, said 
system comprising: 

25 a device; and 

a server connected to said device anh configured to provide a Web- 
based application including a centralized Web structure for Web-based information of 
an organization, the Web structure comprising a plurality of Web sites linked together 
to form the Web structure. 
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21. A system in accordance with Claim 20 wherein said server 
further configured to store the\ Web-based information of the organization in the 
plurality of Web sites in the centralized Web structure. 

22. A system in accordance with Claim 20 wherein said server 
further configured to provide sufficient links among the Web sites so that all the Web- 
based information is accessible froin any one location in the Web structure. 

23. A system in accordance with Claim 22 wherein said server 
further configured to provide at least one point of entry to the Web structure from 
which all the Web-based information of the organization is accessible. 

24. A system in accordance with Claim 22 wherein said server 
further configured to: 

provide a plurality ofl names for the plurality of Web sites, the names 
chosen to identify the content of eajch Web site, wherein the names are based on a 
common theme; and 

assign a name to each of the plurality of Web sites. 

25. A system in accordance with Claim 24 wherein said server 
further configured to: 

provide a plurality of location names for the plurality of Web sites, 
wherein the location names are chosen from real locations in a community; and 

assign each location name \to a Web site so that the location name of 
each Web site identifies content of the Web site. 

26. A system in accordance with Claim 25 wherein the Web-based 
information includes a plurality of data files\ said server further configured to store a 
subset of the plurality of data files at each Web site, the subset of data files at each 
Web site providing function and content ideljtifiable with the location name of the 
Web site. 

27. A system in accordance \with Claim 26 wherein said server 
further configured to: 



create a central virtual co-location; 
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assign the name of a real central administration building to the central 
virtual co-location. 

28. A system in\ accordance with Claim 27 wherein said server 
further configured to link the plurality of Web sites to the central virtual co-location. 

29. A system in accordance with Claim 27 wherein said server 
further configured to link each of the jDlurality of Web sites at least indirectly to the 
central virtual co-location. 

30. A system in accordance with Claim 20 wherein said server 
further configured to provide Internet access to the Web structure to a plurality of 
users authorized by the organization. 

31. A system in accordance with Claim 20 wherein said server 
further configured to provide accessibility to any one Web site fi:'om another Web site. 

32. A system in accordanc^ with Claim 20 wherein said server 
further configured to: 

15 provide a plurality of sites for containing network-based information 

on a central server; 

link the plurality of sites to one anotner so that any one of the sites is at 
least indirectly accessible from any one of the remaining sites; and 

name each of the plurality of sites omthe central server wherein all of 
20 the plurality of names are based on a common meme and wherein each name 
identifies the network-based information stored at each site. 
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